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How should the sustainability appraisal assess
alternatives and 1dentify likely significant effects?

The sustainability appraisal needs to compare all reasonable alternatives including
the preferred approach and assess these against the baseline environmental,
economic and social characteristics of the area and the likely situation if the Local
Plan were not to be adopted.

The sustainability appraisal should predict and evaluate the effects of the preferred
approach and reasonable alternatives and should clearly identify the significant
positive and negative effects of each alternative.

The sustainability appraisal should identify, describe and evaluate the likely
significant effects on environmental, economic and social factors using the
evidence base. Criteria for determining the likely significance of effects on the
environment are set out in Schedule 1 to the Environmental Assessment of Plans
and Programmes Regulations 2004.

The sustainability appraisal should identify any likely significant adverse effects
and measures envisaged to prevent, reduce and, as fully as possible, offset them.
The sustainability appraisal must consider all reasonable alternatives and assess
them in the same level of detail as the option the plan-maker proposes to take
forward in the Local Plan (the preferred approach).

Reasonable alternatives are the different realistic options considered by the plan-
maker in developing the policies in its plan. They must be sufficiently distinct to
highlight the different sustainability implications of each so that meaningful
comparisons can be made. The alternatives must be realistic and deliverable.

The sustainability appraisal should outline the reasons the alternatives were
selected, the reasons the rejected options were not taken forward and the reasons
for selecting the preferred approach in light of the alternatives. It should provide
conclusions on the overall sustainability of the different alternatives, including
those selected as the preferred approach in the Local Plan. Any assumptions used
in assessing the significance of effects of the Local Plan should be documented.



The development and appraisal of proposals in Local Plan documents should be an
iterative process, with the proposals being revised to take account of the appraisal
findings. This should inform the selection, refinement and publication of proposals
(when preparing a Local Plan, paragraph 152 of the National Planning Policy
Framework should be considered).





