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Appendix 5: Evidence Paper for Local Green Space and Protected
Village Amenity Areas

Within the villages of South Cambridgeshire there are undeveloped areas of land that need
to be protected from development as they are important to the amenity and character of
these rural settlements. In the Council’s existing plans such areas that are within villages
have been identified as Protected Village Amenity Areas (PVAA). The National Planning
Policy Framework (NPPF) introduced a new designation — Local Green Space (LGS) which
is for green areas of particular importance to local communities which once designated can
prevent new development. In preparing the new South Cambridgeshire Local Plan the
Council has considered both the existing policy for PVAAs as well as whether to introduce a
new policy for LGSs.

Issues and Options 1 Consultation 2012

In the Consultation Report the Council included both PVAAs and LGS as issues for which
guestions were asked. PVAAs (Issue 37) received 99 representations supporting the
retention of the existing policy and LGS (Issue 38) had 65 supporting the idea of open
spaces being identified as LGS. This included 26 Parish Councils supporting PVAAs and 20
supporting LGSs.

The Council received a limited number of objections to these issues - 3 opposing PVAAS
and 2 opposing LGS. These respondents did not agree that both designations should be
included in a new Local Plan, considering it unnecessary duplication and that in order to
align with the NPPF that LGS should be the policy to have in the new Local Plan.
Comments were also made that the LGS is a matter to be determined by each local
community and not for the Local Plan to identify.

The consultation also asked whether any existing PVAAs in villages should be removed or
any new ones added and if any of the existing PVAAs should be included as LGS.
Respondents were also asked to suggest open space that should be identified as LGS. As a
result 27 villages either had new additional sites suggested or there were requests for
designations to be removed. This amounted to over 100 sites to be assessed.

Within the NPPF there is clear guidance as to when LGS designations should be used and
when such areas should be identified and what their lifetime is. These criteria were used to
assess the sites submitted to the Council during the Issues and Options 1 consultation (See
section below for more details about the methodology used). These sites were assessed to
see if they met the tests for both PVAAs and LGS — the main difference between these two
designations being that PVAAs can only be designated within a village framework.

Issues and Options 2 Consultation 2013

As a result of the assessment work 69 areas were proposed as potential green spaces and
were consulted upon in the Issues and Options 2 consultation (Issue 12) — 59 of these sites
met the Council’s tests for LGS using the NPPF criteria and the rest were green spaces
proposed by Parish Councils that did not fully meet the criteria for testing being used by the
Council. The consultation asked for comments on all the potential important green spaces
included in the consultation document.

As a result of the consultation 51 respondents supported all the important green spaces
included in the consultation. 8 objections were received from the owners of land being
proposed as LGS. Of the 10 sites that were consulted upon as Parish Council proposals 8
Parish Councils wished the green space within their parish to be re-considered as LGS to be
included in the local plan. Other sites rejected during the 2012 assessment process and
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therefore not included as specific options in the Issues and Options 2 consultation were
commented on by some respondents asking the Council to reconsider their assessment.

35 Parish Councils and 15 individuals or local organisations submitted additional sites for
consideration as Local Green Space (LGS). This resulted in over 200 sites being assessed

as a result of the 2013 consultation.

The Council provided two opportunities for sites to be submitted for consideration as LGS —
the first chance in the 2012 consultation and a second opportunity in the 2013 consultation

when Parish Councils were contacted specifically offering them the opportunity to consider

submitting sites and were given an extension to the February deadline.

Assessment criteria used for Local Green Space

As a result of both consultations some 270 sites have been considered for designation as
LGS. Following the site assessments carried out in 2012 the criteria were refined and a
fuller explanation for each criterion is set out below. All sites were assessed using the same

criteria.

The criterion used by Council officers in assessing the sites is based on the guidance
provided in the National Planning Policy Framework. All the sites have been assessed
using these criteria and the following table indicates how the Council has interpreted the

particular criteria.

NPPF Criteria

1. The green area must be demonstrably
special to a local community;

Site must pass this criterion to be considered.
Added weight if submitted by Parish Council
representing their local community.

2 .The green space must hold a particular
local significance, for example because of
. Its beauty,

. Its historic significance,

. Its recreational value (including as
a playing field),

. Tranquillity or

. Richness of its wildlife;

A green space must have one of these -
Beauty — Enhances rural character of village.
Adds to setting of groups of buildings.

Historic significance — Listed building near or
on site — setting of said building / Green with
war memorial or local asset whose setting
needs protecting.

Recreational — Play area, allotments, sports
fields, informal grassy area within housing
estate. Relates to an event in village such as
a fete.

Tranquillity — Near a church, open space with
seating and views of village or wider
countryside beyond. Green space that allows
for quiet enjoyment.

Richness of Wildlife — Provides for
biodiversity, protecting community woodlands,
meadows, known protected species. Not just
general presence of wildlife.
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NPPF Criteria

3 .The green space must be in reasonably
close proximity to the community it serves;

The site needs to relate to a particular village.
It must be either within a village or on edge. If
it is at a distance there should be a public
footpath to access it from the village. Needs
to be closest to the parish that has submitted
site.

4. The green area must be local in
character and not be an extensive tract of
land

It cannot be just an area of green grass —
must have something else from criterion 2 to
meet the tests. Large fields on the edge of
villages have not been designated unless they
have an additional reason within criterion 2 for
meriting designation. Extensive areas
between settlements have also not been
designated - LGS should not be used as a
means of creating a green separation/ buffer
between villages.

5. Most green areas or open space will not
be appropriate. Must be consistent with
the local planning of sustainable
development and complement investment
in sufficient homes, jobs and other
essential services.

Need to ensure that designation is not over
used so that a village ends up with no future
space for growth.

Since LGS has the same level of protection as Green Belt any sites that were proposed

within the existing Green Belt have not been identified as LGS. If at a future date the Green
Belt is reviewed there will be an opportunity for the local community to put forward sites that
could be considered and assessed as LGS.

There are policies that give existing protection to green space within the Local Plan and it is
not the intention of the Council to double protect such sites by identifying them as LGS.
Therefore all sites that are currently protected as Sites of Biodiversity or Geological
Importance which includes County Wildlife sites; Local Nature Reserve; Site of Special
Scientific Interest; Scheduled Monuments and Historic Parks and Gardens have not been
designated as LGS.

Playing fields relating to schools also have protection and therefore have not been
designated. Designation could also have a detrimental impact on local education provision if
it were to prevent or delay the construction of new school buildings.

Important Countryside Frontages are designated along edges of some of the proposed LGS.
This policy protects the views across a site into open countryside and therefore some sites
have not been designated as LGS as the ICF policy will protect the open land from
development.

LGS designations are not required to protect a public right of way.
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The draft Local Plan is to include policies for both PVAAs and LGSs as the Council
considered that it would be necessary to re-assess all the existing PVAAs to test whether
they were suitable candidates for LGS and this task would be a challenge within the existing
timetable. It is the intention of the Council to carry out such a task when next the Local Plan
is reviewed. However some sites assessed after the first consultation in 2012 were found to
be existing PVAAs and if these have met the tests for being designated as LGS it is now
proposed that these be designated as LGS.

Local Green Space for inclusion in the Local Plan

As a result of the assessment process the Council proposes to include some 160 Local
Green Sites within the draft Local Plan.

Table 1-3 include a summary of the assessments undertaken village by village of all the sites
put forward for designation as LGS.

Table 1 — Villages A - F

Table 2 — Villages G - L

Table 3 — Villages M - Z

Note: Any representations on Local Green Spaces submitted during the consultation on the
Proposed Submission Local Plan are included in the Audit Trail (Annex A — Chapter 6:
Protecting and Enhancing the Natural and Historic Environment.)
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